
Unit 4  

Cold War, Civil Rights, Vietnam, Nixon, Reagan, and Modern America 

1945 – We Run out of Time 



Ch. 28 Key Terms – The Cold War and American Dream 

 

1. Fair Deal 

2. Cold War 

3. Containment 

4. Truman Doctrine 

5. NATO 

6. Marshall Plan 

7. Joseph McCarthy 

8. Arms Race 

9. Baby Boom 

10. Suburbs 

11. Sunbelt 

When you finish your vocabulary, 

read pages 789-794 in textbook 



What’s your idea of the American dream? 

 



After World War II 

• Returning servicemen 
returned to the 
workforce, leaving 
“Rosie the Riveters” 
unemployed 

• Many women 
returned to traditional 
job roles such as 
office workers, 
nurses, and teachers 

• The economy 
boomed as demand 
for goods such as 
new homes, cars, 
washing machines, 
and toasters 
increased 

 



The Cold War Begins 

• After World War II tensions began to increase between western 
capitalist democracies and the Soviet Union 

• Soviet leader Joseph Stalin installed pro-Soviet governments 
throughout Eastern Europe 

• President Truman began to think that Stalin intended to spread 
communist ideology 

• This resulted in the Cold War, a conflict of political philosophy 
not combat   



    Cold War Map 



Containment 
• The Truman administration’s main policy 

for dealing with the Cold War was 

containment 

• The goal of containment is to stop the 

spread of communism 

• Truman then announced the Truman 

Doctrine, which promised aid to nations 

resisting threats from the Soviet Union 

• As tensions escalated, two new 

organizations were created: NATO and the 

Warsaw Pact 

• NATO – U.S., Canada, Western Europe 

• Warsaw Pact – Soviet Union and Eastern 

Europe   



Creating a Game 
Plan 
 

• Marshall Plan – Named after 
Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall, this plan offered $13 billion 
in aid to western and southern 
Europe to help them rebuild after 
World War II 

• Germany was split into two 
countries, West Germany (NATO) 
and East Germany (Warsaw Pact) 

• The capital city of Berlin had also 
been split in half between NATO 
powers and the Warsaw Pact 

• Stalin tried to force western powers 
to abandon the city by setting up a 
blockade 

• Truman responded with the Berlin 
Airlift, providing vital resources to 
West Berlin 



 



Korean War 
• After World War II, the Soviet Union took control of Korea 

north of the 38th parallel while the United States 
supported a democratic government in the south 

• In June of 1950, North Korean armed forces crossed into 
South Korea and the United States and United Nations 
responded immediately 

• U.S. and UN forces pushed the North back across the 
38th parallel 

• In the 1952 presidential election, World War II General 
Dwight Eisenhower  won in a landslide on the Republican 
ticket 

• Eisenhower immediately began peace talks and a cease 
fire was declared in July of 1953 ending the fighting with 
the two Koreas divided at the 38th parallel 



McCarthyism 

• Joseph McCarthy, a 

Wisconsin senator, used 

the Korean War to 

increase Americans fear 

of communism 

• In February of 1950, he 

presented a list of 250 

government officials who 

he claimed belonged to 

the communist party 

• These were reckless 

charges against innocent 

people 

• McCarthy’s reckless 

behavior and unsupported 

claims derailed his 

political career 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Image:Is_this_tomorrow.jpg


Off to the Races 

 

The Soviet Union 
and United States 
began an arms race 
after the U.S. 
learned the Soviets 
had produced an 
atomic bomb 

 In 1957 the two 
sides started a 
space race and the 
Soviets stunned the 
world by launching 
Sputnik the world’s 
first space satellite 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/0,9263,7601681206,00.html


Changes in American 
Society During the 

1950’s 
• Growth of suburbs 

• Social Security is 
expanded, minimum 
wage increases 

• Federal Highway Act 
of 1956  

• Baby Boom – 
increased U.S. 
birthrate 

• Rock ‘N’ Roll 
emerges with Elvis 
Presley leading the 
way 

• By 1960 9/10 
American households 
had TV’s, I Love Lucy  
was a very popular 
show 

 

 



1960 Presidential Election 

 

• In a very close election 

John Fitzgerald 

Kennedy, a democratic 

senator from 

Massachusetts, defeated 

Richard Nixon 

• At the age of 43, 

Kennedy was the 

youngest president to be 

elected and the nation’s 

first Catholic president 



Chapter 29 Key Terms – Civil Rights Movement 

 

1. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 

2. Montgomery Bus Boycott 

3. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

4. Civil Rights Act of 1964 

5. Voting Rights Act 

6. Great Society 

7. Sit-in 

8. Freedom Rides 

9. March on Washington 

10.Malcolm X 

 



Roots of the Civil Rights Movement 
• After World War II more Americans despised racism 

• African Americans contributed to the war effort both at home 
and abroad 

• Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka – the Supreme Court 
ruled that separate education facilities are unequal 

• Rosa Parks refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger 
on a bus sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott 

• Martin Luther King emerges as a leader of the Civil Rights 
Movement, utilizing passive resistance and civil disobedience 

• In Little Rock Arkansas, President Eisenhower had to send 
the 101st Airborne into the city to escort nine black students 
into Central High School after the Governor refused to allow 
them to enter 

• Sit-ins gained strength throughout the south    

 

 

 



JFK, LBJ, and the Civil Rights Act 
• When President Kennedy was elected, he began working on civil rights 

issues 

• He integrated interstate bus facilities, accomplishing the goal of the Freedom 
Riders 

• Massive protests in Birmingham, Alabama led white city officials to allow 
some degree of desegregation 

• MLK Jr. delivers his famous “I Have a Dream” speech in August of 1963 

• On November 22, 1963, Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas while 
campaigning for the 1964 election 

• In July of 1964, the Civil Rights Act was signed into law officially making 
segregation illegal throughout the country 

 



The Struggle for Voting 
Rights 

• Even after the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, many blacks 
in the south still found it 
difficult to vote 

• In the summer of 1964, 
northern college students 
organized Freedom 
Summer, a movement to 
register African 
Americans in the south to 
vote 

• Violence was often 
encountered by Freedom 
Summer volunteers 

• On August 6, 1965, 
President Johnson signed 
the Voting Rights Act into 
law 

• LBJ also sent federal 
officials to the south to 
register voters   



President Johnson’s 

Great Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Rights Act  

(1964) 

Outlaws segregation 

 

Medical Care Act 

(1965) 

Established 

Medicare and 

Medicaid programs 

to assist the 

elderly and poor 

with medical care 

Elementary 

And 

Secondary School  

Act 

(1965) 

Provided federal aid  

to education 

Voting Rights Act 

(1965) 

Provides African  

Americans with 

equal voting rights  



Chapter 30 Key Terms – The Vietnam War 
1. Ho Chi Minh 

2. Domino Theory 

3. Viet Cong 

4. Cuban Missile Crisis 

5. Gulf Of Tonkin Resolution 

6. Escalation 

7. Tet Offensive 

8. 26th Amendment 

9. War Powers Act 

10.Vietnamization 

11.Guerrilla Warfare 



Vietnam Conflict with the French 

• After World War II, Ho 
Chi Minh (communist 
leader) declared 
Vietnams independence 

• The French however 
tried to regain control 
of Vietnam which was a 
French colony before 
World War II 

• In 1946 a war broke out 
between the Viet Minh 
and France 

• The U.S. aids the 
French 

• Both Truman and 
Eisenhower use the 
Domino Theory to 
rationalize their aid 
to France 

 



Vietnam Divided 
• Despite help from 
the United States, 
France cannot 
defeat the Viet 
Minh 

• The two sides 
reached a peace 
agreement at the 
Geneva Accords 
that divided 
Vietnam into North 
and South along 
the 17th parallel 

• Communists 
controlled the 
north while anti-
communists fled to 
the south  



North vs. South 
• Ho Chi Minh controls the 

North 
• Ngo Dinh Diem controls the 

South 
• Diem ran a corrupt 

government in the South 
• The Viet Cong fought to 

overthrow Diem and reunite 
the country under communist 
rule 

• Utilizing the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, the North Vietnamese 
sent soldiers and supplies to 
fight against the Diem 
government  



JFK and Communist Pressure 

• Bay of Pigs Invasion – In April of 1961  a group of 

Cuban exiles trained by the United States failed to 

overthrow communist leader Fidel Castro, 

embarrassing the United States 

• The Soviet Union builds the Berlin Wall, a symbol 

of communism dividing East and West Berlin 

• Cuban Missile Crisis – Fearing another attack on 

Cuba, Fidel Castro asked the Soviet Union for 

more military aid. In October of 1962, JFK learned 

that Cuba now possessed nuclear missiles that 

were capable of reaching the United States within 

minutes. The Soviets agreed to remove the 

missiles and the U.S. agreed not to invade Cuba. 

 

 



War in Vietnam Escalates 

• Diem’s assassination in South Vietnam opened 
the door for communism to succeed  

• President Lyndon Johnson increased the U.S. 
military presence in the country 

• The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution gave the 
president the power to use military force in 
Vietnam 

• The United States began to bomb North 
Vietnam and send combat troops into the 
country 

 

 

 



Not Your Average War 
• Most Americans felt the United 

States would quickly overpower 
the Viet Cong with their superior 
military 

Problems in Vietnam: 

1. U.S. soldiers were young and 
inexperienced 

2. Viet Cong mixed in with the 
general population 

3. Guerilla warfare was common 

4. Climate was hot and humid 

5. Viet Cong was very 
committed to winning 

6. Viet Cong used the jungles to 
hide, therefore the U.S. used 
napalm and Agent Orange to 
destroy the landscape 



Tet Offensive 
• The Communists 

launched a surprise 
attack on South 
Vietnam and U.S. 
military bases 

• The Viet Cong 
smuggled weapons 
and troops into South 
Vietnamese cities 
Americans began to 
question the war 

• Morale of U.S. soldiers 
sunk to an all time low 

• The My Lai Massacre, 
showed the mental 
vulnerability of 
American soldiers 



The Antiwar Movement 

• As the war carried on, 
more Americans 
disagreed with U.S. 
involvement in 
Vietnam 

• College students were 
particularly opposed 
to the war and its 
draft 

• Many young men 
burned their draft 
cards 

• Most draftees were 
poor and 
middle/upper class 
youth could avoid the 
draft by being 
enrolled in college 

• The war divided 
American society  



 

Nixon Takes Over 
• With the war in Vietnam at a stalemate, Richard 

Nixon took advantage to win the 1968 presidential 
election 

• Nixon announced his plan of Vietnamization, 
gradually withdrawing U.S. troops 

• In January of 1973,the United States and South 
Vietnam signed a peace agreement with North 
Vietnam and the Viet Cong 

• The U.S. agreed to withdraw its forces in exchange 
for the North's promise not invade the South 

• In 1975 however, the North launched a major 
offensive and captured Saigon, capital of South 
Vietnam       

• The war in Vietnam was finally over 



Chapter 31/32 Key Terms – Nixon to Modern 

America 

 

1. Watergate Scandal 

2. Camp David Accords 

3. Environmentalism 

4. Iran Hostage Crisis 

5. SALT 

6. Supply-Side Economics 

7. Iran-Contra Affair 

8. Persian Gulf War 

9. NAFTA 

10. Richard Nixon 

11. Jimmy Carter 

12. Ronald Reagan 

 

 



Nixon and Watergate 
“I am not a crook” 

• Nixon won the 1972 
presidential election  

• Nixon wanted the 
republicans to control 
congress to gain more power 

• Some individuals working for 
Nixon began to engage in 
illegal activities, including 
breaking into Democratic 
Party Headquarters 

• Nixon tried to cover up the 
scandal, paying people to lie 
and using the CIA to disrupt 
investigations 

• The impeachment process 
began in January of 1974 and 
Nixon resigned on August 9th 

    



Jimmy Carter as President 

 

• Carter won the 1976 
presidential election as a 
Washington outsider 

• Carter was a peanut farmer 
and governor of Georgia 
who hoped to restore 
Americans trust in 
Washington 

• Carter dealt with a terrible 
energy crisis that caused 
inflation to rise by 10% and 
unemployment also 
increased substantially 

• Carter did experience some 
success in the Middle East 
with the Camp David 
Accords, a peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel 

 

 

 



Reagan Takes Over 
• Amidst a weak U.S. economy 

and the Iran hostage crisis, 
conservativism began to gain 
strength under Ronald 
Reagan as president 

• Reagan made significant 
changes in Washington: 

– Lower taxes and supply-
side economics 

– Deregulation of businesses 

– Fewer government 
programs 

– Conservative Supreme 
Court nominees 

– Took a stand against 
communism  



George H.W. Bush 

 and 

 Global Affairs 
• After serving as Reagan’s 

vice-president, Bush won 
the 1988 presidential 
election 

• The Soviet Union fell apart 
as Russian reform leader 
Boris Yeltsin took over 

• The Cold War was officially 
over 

• The United States and 
United Nations also helped 
liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation during the 
Persian Gulf War 

• While successful on 
international issues, the 
U.S. economy suffered and 
his popularity dwindled 



The Clinton Administration 

• Tried to pass a comprehensive health 

care reform bill that congress refused 

saying it was too costly 

• Passage of the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA) which 

increased trade between the United 

States, Canada, and Mexico 

• Second term as president was riddled with 

personal scandal  



2000 Presidential Election 

• One of the closest 
elections in U.S. history 
saw George W. Bush face 
Al Gore 

• As election evening went 
on, it became clear that 
whoever won the majority 
vote in Florida would 
have the necessary 
electoral votes to win 

• Bush led in Florida by 
only a few hundred votes 
and recounts were 
required 

• After more than a month 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
declared Bush the winner 

 


